
        
 
 

 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Luke 17:11-19 

Dorothy Day, the great Catholic activist, doubted 

God’s existence. At least in her early adult years. 

But something changed when after giving birth to 

her daughter, she experienced an overwhelming 

gratitude. She later described how, as she held her daughter, the only 

appropriate response was a kind of unlimited gratitude. She had done 

nothing to deserve such a gift — this tiny, miraculous life — but there she 

was, flooded with gratitude, completely undone by the love of such a 

Giver. 

Something similar occurs in Luke 17:19 when Jesus tells a healed leper, 

“Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.” This man had already 

received physical healing through his faith. But the moment of an even 

deeper transformation came when he turned back, fell at Jesus’ feet, and 

gave thanks. Like Dorothy, this man’s gratitude led him to encounter the 

Giver. 

Isn’t that what we want, too? Gratitude to God has the power to break our 

chains of sadness, bitterness, and disenchantment. It empowers us to step 

out of the prison of self-pity and into the reality of God’s abundant love. It 

shifts our focus from what we lack to what we have received, from what 

wounds us to what heals us. 

Where do we learn this? The Mass. The priest prays: “It is truly right and 

just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you 

thanks.” Always. Everywhere. Not just when life is easy. Not just when 

prayers are answered as we expect. Gratitude is not a passive feeling; it is 

an act of faith. In the eucharist, we remember that Christ himself has given 

everything for us. And in this act of gratitude, we are healed.  

Father John Muir 

This weekend we will be launching our new 
Mission Statement, which the Pastoral 
Council, in consultation with the Parish have 
finalised.  We also invite you on Saturday 11th 
October and then on Sunday 12th October,  
after the Mass, to come to our Parish café to 
celebrate and welcome Fr Noel.  A plate to 

share with others would be most appreciated. 

A reminder that Fr Noel is available for confession after Mass from 
Tuesday to Friday. 
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EVENTS IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 
Sunday 12th October 
3pm-4pm Holy Hour of prayer in the Church 
for Peace in the Land 
 
Monday 13th October 
10am Liturgy of the Word followed by 
Adoration until 1:30pm 
 
Tuesday 14th October 
9:30am Mass 
 
Wednesday 15th October 
9.30am Mass 
10.15am Prayer Group in Reconciliation 
Room 
7.30pm Liturgy Meeting in the office 
 
Thursday 16th October 
9:30am Mass 
 
Friday 17th October 
9.30am Mass 
 
Saturday 18th October 
2.00pm Working Bee – St Joseph’s  
5:30pm Rosary 
6.00pm Vigil Mass 
7.00pm Quiz Night 

 
Sunday 19th October 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mission Sunday 
9:00am Rosary 
9:30am Mass 
3pm Youth Group in the hall 
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Holy Hour for Peace in the Holy Land 
The Council of Priests along with Archbishop Paul, have requested an Hour of Prayer in the Archdiocese, this Sunday, 12th 
October from 3:00 - 4:00pm, for "Peace which is badly needed in Gaza and the Holy Land." 
Sunday 12th October, is also, "Support Life Sunday so there is some synergy between it and praying for Peace." 
Please come together, as a community to take part in a Liturgy and a time for prayer and reflection. 

  
October is the month of the Rosary.  Each Saturday at 5:30pm before the Mass, 

and on Sundays at 9:00am throughout October, we warmly invite you to join us in 

praying the Rosary together. We are praying for peace in the world. 

 

Parish Secretary & Finance Officer – St Theresa’s Parish 
 Applications for this wonderful job opportunity are now open.  The role is responsible for the carrying 
out and coordination of administrative and financial tasks and processes to ensure the smooth and 
efficient functioning of the Parish Office.  The ordinary hours of work are variable but will be 
approximately 15 hours per week, Monday to Friday.  The salary will be negotiable depending on 
experience.  If you would like a position description sent to you, please contact the office 

at st.theresas1940@gmail.com or if you wish to discuss this further, please contact Grant Baker via email 
at mrgaabaker@xtra.co.nz or talk to him on 0272417732 

Applications close at 5pm Friday 17th October. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries - May they RIP.  
Eileen Laidlan, Isobel Stratton, Angela Scott, 
Maria Stella, Allen Louis, Janette Kelly, Donald Stuart, 
Patricia Donnachie 
 
Those who are sick: Holly O’Connell, Richard Gibbs,  
David Wootton, Jocelyn Bryant, Luca Ashworth, Patricia 

Maher, Andrew Stewart, Helena Quinn, Fr Justin Taylor 

SM, Eleanor Dyne 

 

Quiz Night – 18th October 
The Shirkeys and The Bryants are hosting 
another fun quiz night on the 18th October 
at 7pm and you are all invited. 
Come along with your team, or we are 
happy to put you in a team and you can 

join in a fun night.   We will be fundraising to fix the church 
windows. Please come and support us. Entry fee is a donation 
of $10 pp.  We will be happy to receive donations for prizes 
and raffles – chocolates and wine are always great and can be 
dropped at the office or left in the foyer.   We have been 
donated some legs of lamb to raffle ($2 for 1 ticket & $5 for 3 
tickets ) tickets will be available for sale after the Masses. 

 
2026 Sacramental Programme 
Brochure is available in the foyer 
for everyone who wishes to enrol.  

 
 

Come on in and enjoy loads of fun, 
amazing crafts, baking/cooking,  games 
and camaraderie. 
Held in the  church hall every Sunday 
during School Term. 
Time:  3pm-5pm  
 

 
ST JOSEPH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
Working bee: Saturday 18 October 2 pm. 
Please join us to garden and clean the 
church in preparation for summer. BYO 
tools, phone Susan if weather is doubtful. 
Ph: 0212974445 
All Soul’s Day Mass: Sunday 2 November 
1pm followed by afternoon tea. 
Wellington Heritage Festival talk: Sunday 

2 Nov 2:15pm, following Mass. Come to hear about some of 
our earliest parishoners. 
See https://wellingtonheritagefestival.co.nz/event/the-
founding-families-of-st-josephs-pauatahanui/ for details. 

 
Christmas Carols: Saturday 13 December 
4pm at St Josephs Church. 
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Bishop Viard College Remembrance Mass 
Our annual Remembrance Mass is being held on 
Thursday 6 November at 6pm. We invite families and 
friends of past students and teachers who have been laid 
to rest in God’s love to join us for an evening of 
prayer. This will be followed by light refreshments. If you 
have     any questions please contact Peter Setefano via 
the school office on 04 2375248 
or office@viard.school.nz 
 

Seasons for Growth – Adult 

Programme Training – October 

2025 

We are pleased to invite you to the 
upcoming Seasons for Growth Adult 

Companion (facilitator) training.  This is an educational 
peer-support programme focused on change, loss, and 
grief. This training will be delivered via Microsoft Teams 
Monday 20th October and Tuesday 21st October 2025: 
ABOUT: Seasons for Growth is an evidence-based 
programme that has supported communities for over 25 
years. It helps people understand and adapt to 
experiences of change such as loss and grief. The adult 
programme promotes wellbeing by:  

• Building resilience in times of change 

• Deepening understanding of change, loss, and 
grief 

• Offering structured peer support in a safe setting 

• Strengthening community networks of care 
The training is ideal for those working with adults in: 

• Mental health 

• Social services 

• Pastoral Care 

• Community support  

• Education 
 (you can also find future training dates on our website if the 

above dates are unavailable to you). 

Please feel free to share this opportunity with colleagues or 
networks who may benefit. 
If you have any questions or would like to chat, you’re 
welcome to call 021 374 405, 
email seasons@wn.catholic.org.nz , or book a time via my 
calendar: 
Book a time with Jess Ferroni: VIRTUAL Support & Consultation 
If you would prefer not to receive future updates about 
professional learning and training opportunities, just let me 
know. 
 

The Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation – Love is a 
Decision - register online now on the Archdiocesan 
website for the next Course, consecutive Sundays, 2 & 9 
November 10.00am - 4.00pm held at St Catherine’s 
College, Kilbirnie. Please note that couples attend both 
Sundays together in person to complete the course. The 
November course will be the last course for 2025. The 

first course in 2026 will be in March. 
Email: marriage@wn.catholic.org.nz 

 
Holy Family School would be eternally grateful if you 
could find the time to volunteer.  
7.30-9am Mon, Wed, or Friday – see notice board for 
more details. 
 
Come & See Vocations Morning - Saturday 18 
October from 9.30am till 12.30pm @ St Patrick's Church, 
Kilbirnie.  Are you thinking about priesthood? Join other 
like-minded young men for a morning of 
reflection, discussion, and fellowship. Text 021 164 5800 
or email l.hensel@wn.catholic.org.nz to let us know 
you're coming! 
 

50TH ANNIVERSARY MASS 
St. Francis Xavier Church, Stokes 
Valley - Sunday, 9th November 
2025 at 10:00 AM. Join us for a 
special Parish Mass celebrating 50 
years since the opening of St. 

Francis Xavier Church  All are welcome — let us make it a 
celebration to remember! 
 

World Mission Sunday 
October 19th Catholics unite 
worldwide in prayer, solidarity, and 
support for the Church's missionary 
effort. 
Envelopes will be in church foyer 

please if you can,give generously.  

Support Life Sunday 2025 (Sunday, 12 October): Pilgrims 
for Hope – Building a Culture of Love and Life.  Each year, 
on the second Sunday of October, the Church in Aotearoa 
celebrates Support Life Sunday. As the New Zealand 
bishops reminded us in the 2023 document, Te Kahu o te 
Ora: “We do not need to look far to recognise that our 
world requires a lot of healing. All around us, we 
experience divisions that are the result of human 
behaviours and institutions.”  Support Life Sunday 
2025 provides an opportunity, within this year of Jubilee, 
to focus on how we can better support a culture of love 
and life through prayer and action. Find out more 
at:  https://catholic.org.nz/resources/ 

  
CALLED & EQUIPPED Formation Programme 
- Applications for 2026 now open!    

Are you looking for an opportunity to dig deeper into your 
faith, and to learn how to share it with others? 
Would You like to know more about what it means to be 
catholic? 
Do you want to serve in your parish community, but feel 
you don’t know enough? L.hensel@wn.catholic.org.nz 
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Service Rosters for Saturday 11th October & Sunday 12th October.  
 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Mass Time: 6:00 pm 9:30 am 

   

Sacristan Angela Reiher Sef Truyens  

Greeters Laupepa Va’a Isabelle Williams 

Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful Annemaree Deed Veronica Young 

Altar Servers  Cooper Baldwin 

Karanga  TBC 

Children’s Liturgy  TBC 

Proclaimer of The Word Margaret Baker  Graham Taylor 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Grant Baker 
Alan Fleming  

Jude McKee, Paul Kerr, 
 Laurie Smith 

 

Hospitality  Shona Hockings & Yvonne Feng  

Altar Society  Klara Noldan  

Sound Desk  Nick Song  

 

Service Rosters for Saturday 18th October & Sunday 19th October.  
 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mission Sunday)  

Mass Time: 6:00 pm 9:30 am 

   

Sacristan Kelly Ross  Julian Howard  

Greeters Gina Rollandi & Kelly Ross  Helen Reilly  

Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful Carmel Keane James Aubrey 

Altar Servers  TBC 

Karanga  TBC 

Children’s Liturgy  TBC 

Proclaimer of The Word Mary Va’a Naomi Bennett 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Rosaleen Larsen & 
Mike Montgomery 

Hamish Baker, Catherine Blank & 
 Luke Barber 

Hospitality  James & Glenis Aubrey 

Altar Society  Klara Noldan  

Sound Desk  Dan Blank 

 

 


