St. Theresa’s Parish

210 St. Andrew’s Road Plimmerton . ME
Email: st.theresas1940@gmail.com Web: www:sttheresas1940.org

Office Cell: 027 328 9911 | Fr Noel Corcino cell 022 681 2623
Office hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri 10am-3pm, Tues 9am-2pm
Parish Administrator: Fr Noel Corcino
26" October 2025 — 30" Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year C

A Catholic Community Radiating God’s Love

0 GOD.,

BE MERCIFUL.TO
A SINNER.

EVENTS IN OUR PARISH THIS
WEEK

Fr Noel is available for confession after
Mass from Tuesday to Friday.

Monday 27" October
Labour Day — Public Holiday
No Liturgy or Adoration

Tuesday 28" October
9:30am Mass

Wednesday 29" October
9.30am Mass

10.15am Prayer Group in
Reconciliation Room

Thursday 30 October
9:30am Mass

Friday 31° October
9.30am Mass

Saturday 1%t November

All Saints Day

9.30am Mass (All Saints)
6.00pm Vigil Mass (All Souls)

Sunday 2" November

31t Sunday in Ordinary Time
All Souls Day

9:30am Remembrance Mass
1.00pm Mass St Joseph’s
Pauatahanui

3.00pm Youth Group in the hall

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 18:9-14
Every now and then readers of these reflections write
letters in which they object to something. Years ago, this
Gospel of Luke 18 prompted such an email. A man wrote
to me: “I find it deeply offensive that you suggest we are
still sinners once we are God’s sons and daughters.” His
objection stirred in me a profound awareness of the
paradox at the heart of our faith. Are we sinners or

beloved children of God?

In this Gospel (Luke 18:9-14), a tax collector appears as one who has missed the
mark. His sins have isolated him. His breast-beating is not an act of self-flagellation
for pride’s sake but a heartfelt admission of his failure and unworthiness.
Remarkably, Jesus honours the candid humility of the parable’s penitent. Why?
Because we are always in need of mercy, always. But even more, perhaps because on
the cross, Jesus will fully embrace a similar place of humiliation and rejection. He will
enter into the most shameful, offensive place of the sinner so that we might “go
home justified.”

There is a sacred tension in admitting that we are sinners and yet have profound
hope. We are beloved sons and daughters of God, growing precisely through our
honest acceptance of failure. When we cry, “Have mercy on us,” during Mass or when
we repeat the “Jesus Prayer” in quiet moments, or in the confessional, we embrace
our imperfections as fertile ground for divine grace. In doing so, we follow Christ’s
example — finding true exaltation in the humble acknowledgment of our human
frailty.

— Father John Muir

"Jocelyn and Bryant family Mass/Blessing
WM and Morning Tea on Sunday 26th October

this Sunday after the 9:30am Mass. Please

bring something for morning tea to share"

Appointment to Parish Secretary and Finance Officer role.

We are pleased to advise that Franchesca Blank (Frankie) has been appointed
to the role of Parish Secretary and Finance Officer. Frankie will start in the
role next Wednesday.

Please provide her all of your assistance as she takes over the role.

Father Noel & Resource Committee
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N After 13 years, this will likely be my last newsletter. | want to sincerely thank you all for your
amazing support, prayers and love for myself and my family. It has been a true privilege (and a
Thank yow lot of fun) to serve as your parish secretary and | have loved being part of such a wonderful

iy yout anseronte faith-filled community- radiating love. . o .
He Over the years, | have had the pleasure of working with nine priests and all but one have been
“ an absolute joy to serve alongside. Though it saddens me to step down due to ill health, | leave
> . . . . . .
AR knowing that Fr. Noel will be a kind and caring priest for everyone. | am also confident that
= .~ Whoever steps into my role will love the parish and all of you just as much as | have.

While | may be leaving the office, | am certainly not leaving the parish — so | hope to see you on
Sundays (when | can make Mass). While there are many people to thank, | would like to take this opportunity to thank
Walter Dempsey, Paul Kerr and Fr Maurice for their caring support over the last few months, which were incredibly
difficult. 1also want to thank Donna and the staff at the school for making the church/school relationship so special, and |
also want to thank Michelle Barber for proofreading my newsletter each week. Keep on being an awesome parish and
thanks. Joss

All Souls Day and Remembrance Mass

On Sunday, 2 November at 9:30am, we will hold our annual Remembrance Mass

as part of our celebration of All Souls Day. Together, we’ll honour and pray for our

RENENTENI  [oved ones who have passed, especially those who have died in the past year.
Mass 2025 You are warmly invited to bring a photo of your loved one to place on the altar

during Mass.

Afterwards, we’ll share a morning tea in the Parish café — please bring a plate to

share if you are able.
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A huge thank you to our fellow Parishioners.

We had a great Quiz night last Saturday and raised over $1400 towards the maintenance of the church windows.

Thanks to the generosity of JLP Plumbing (wine and lamb), a gift basket from Palmers, a box of goodies from Paremata New
World, and a collection of Dental products from Nick Song and Wendy Gan plus bottles of wine and various gifts from
parishioners. And we haven’t finished yet! We have another raffle on Sunday morning to give others a chance to
contribute. Thank you. Quizmasters Joss and Kevin Bryant and Geoff and Louise Shirkey.
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1.A hard fought battle for true and false,
Peter McClean won, 2.our helper Niko 3.Quiz masters (thanks Libby for the pics)

The ever popular SVdP Christmas cards and Columban calendars go on sale this weekend. before and
after both weekend Masses. Now is the time to buy if you are thinking of posting overseas, within NZ,
sharing Christmas greetings with a neighbour or friend, or putting in with a gift for Christmas Day. The
selling price remains the same as last year - $5 for a pack of 5 Christmas cards, of which there are two
varieties to choose from. The calendars are still $17. As you know, any profit we make from the sales
goes straight back into helping those in our community who need our assistance, either with a food
parcel, transport costs, contributing to the payment of a power bill, or in some other way. For your information: The
Columban Art Calendar is an iconic Catholic Calendar, well-known for its traditional religious paintings and liturgical
information and is a major fundraiser for Columban Missionaries. 2026 marks the 104" edition. Thank you for your
support and God bless.




VIOTE THESE DATES |

Saturday 1° November-9.30am All Saints Mass

Thursday 13 November — 11am — Anointing Mass
followed by a Parish lunch please note change of date.

13* December — Carols at St.
Joseph’s, Pauatahanui 4pm

Anniversaries - May they RIP.

Judith Lindsay, Mark Aldridge, Frank Carr,

Allen Roper, Kathleen Mulhern

Those who are sick: Holly O’Connell, Richard Gibbs,
David Wootton, Jocelyn Bryant, Luca Ashworth, Patricia
Maher, Andrew Stewart, Helena Quinn, Fr Justin Taylor
SM, Eleanor Dyne

|—""—lBibIe Diaries 2026 Are Here! L]
We're happy to share that the Bible Diaries for 2026 have
arrived!

These diaries are a wonderful way to journey with God'’s
Word each day — with daily readings, reflections, and
space for your personal notes and prayers.

Take a copy for yourself, or gift one to a loved one — it’s
a simple but powerful way to grow in faith throughout
the year.

You can order your copy through Michelle Barber by
emailing michellembarber@gmail.com (including how
many you want to purchase) or at weekend Masses.
Let’s make 2026 another year of walking closely with God
through His Word!

Join us for Rosary 25/26 October (5.30pm & 9am) before
both Masses. Special intentions: Jocelyn Bryant family
and Peace in the world.

Holy Father Pope Leo XIV
affirms the ongoing work

Aotearoa New Zealand .

(SCCANZ) of Safeguarding:

SAFEGUARDING
in the Catholic Churchin
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f :
Anonline shortcourse

Have you thought about
learning a new skill in
2025/ 2026. Safeguarding
applies to volunteers as well as to employees, priests,
religious, lay pastoral leaders and anyone involved in
ministry in the Catholic Church which involves children or
vulnerable adults.

The course consists of three modules, part time and it is
recommended you commit around 15 minutes a day to
this study. Enrol any time:

How much will it cost: $150

Where & How: Te Kupenga CTC

For further information Please contact Dr John
Evangelista at j.evangelista@ctc.ac.nz

ST JOSEPH’S UPCOMING EVENTS
All Soul’s Day Mass: Sunday 2
November 1pm followed by afternoon
tea.

Wellington Heritage Festival talk:
Sunday 2 Nov 2:15pm, following Mass.
Come to hear about some of our
earliest parishoners.

See https://wellingtonheritagefestival.co.nz/event/the-
founding-families-of-st-josephs-pauatahanui/ for details.

Great Saints of Italy Tour 2026 Fr Chris Friel from
Timaru will lead a tour to Italy in May 2026.Please
contact Pilgrimage Tours Ph 0800 99 77 88

or www.theTOURcompany.netfor the full itinerary and

price.

Advent: a hikoi for Pilgrims of Hope - In this new

book, Bringing the Word to Life, Fr James Lyons and other
Catholic leaders and writers, including Cardinal John Dew,
offer timely reflections for each day of Advent and
Christmas. Connecting Biblical truth with modern-day
examples, they provide valuable spiritual nourishment
for Catholics as this Year of Jubilee comes to a close —and
a new year begins. As Archbishop Paul says, "I highly
recommend it, and | know that you will find the
reflections by fellow Catholics relevant and reflecting our
faith experience within the context of this beautiful
country we live in.” Speak to your parish leaders/parish
office.
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Service Rosters for Saturday 25" October & Sunday 26" October.
30t Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Time:

Sacristan

Mike Montgome

ry Russell Plume

Greeters

Margaret & Grant Baker

Yvonne Feng

Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful

Jude McKee

Anne Dodds

Altar Servers

Jack Buchanan
Alex Buchanan

Karanga

Children’s Liturgy

Proclaimer of The Word

Carmel Keane

B
Tandi McCarthy

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Hospitality

Altar Society

Sound Desk

Kelly Ross & Mary Cruz

Gillian Quinn, Daniel Blank
Klara Noldan

Peter & Janet McClean
Klara Noldan
Jonathan Burchell

‘
Julian Howard |
|
|
|

Service Rosters for Saturday 1%t November & Sunday 2" November
31% Sunday in Ordinary Time - All Souls Day

Mass Time:

Sacristan Angela Reiher Veronica Young
Greeters Mike Montgomery Anne Dodds & Barbara Harris
Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful Rommel Anthony Ray Wolken
Altar Servers TBC
Karanga Volunteer Phoebe McClean I
Children’s Liturgy _ Lauren Johnstone I
Proclaimer of The Word Youth Youth

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Grant Baker &

Julian Howard, Walter Dempsey,

Alan Fleming Sef Truyens
Hospitality Jonathan Burchell & Anne Dodds
Altar Society Maureen Barber
Sound Desk ‘ Geoff Shirkey
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