
 

 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Luke 21:5-19 

 

When I was a kid growing up in New England, I’d occasionally go on a whale 

watch. Once we went out with calm waters and clear skies. But on the way 

back in, the sea got rough. I was just a kid, and I remember thinking we 

should turn left or right toward the shoreline I could see. But the pilot of the 

boat kept going straight — right into the waves — focused on a small, 

discouragingly distant lighthouse. Even when it flickered in and out of sight, 

he stayed the course. He knew where he was going. 

That image comes to mind when I hear Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel 

regarding false messiahs: “Do not follow them” (Luke 21:8). In times of chaos 

or uncertainty, there are always voices offering easier routes, promising false 

safety, claiming to speak for God. But Jesus isn’t found in the loudest voice or 

the nearest shoreline. He is steady, like a lighthouse in the storm. 

The tribulation of which Jesus speaks — it’s real. It happened to the Temple, it 

happened to him, it happens in the Church, and it will come to each of us. But 

the command is not to panic. It’s to endure. To keep steering toward him. 

Faith isn’t about having all the answers or dodging every wave. It’s about 

knowing where the lighthouse is — and trusting it enough to keep going, 

especially when false safety beckons us to stop. 

Fr John Muir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Theresa’s Parish 

210 St. Andrew’s Road Plimmerton      
Email: st.theresas1940@gmail.com   Web: www:sttheresas1940.org 

 Office Cell: 027 328 9911  | Fr Noel Corcino cell 022 681 2623    

Office hours: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 2pm 

Parish Administrator: Fr Noel Corcino 

16th November 2025 – The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary time 

                A Catholic Community Radiating God’s Love 
 

 

 

EVENTS IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 
Fr Noel is not available for confession 

from Tuesday to Friday this week. 

Monday 17th November  
9.30am Mass 
10.00am NO Adoration 
11.00am Funeral Service for Mary 
Hadfield 
 

Tuesday 18th November 
9:30am Liturgy of the Word with 
Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 19th November 
9.30am Liturgy of the Word with 
Holy Communion 
10.00am Prayer Group meet in 
Parish Hall. 
 

Thursday 20th November 
9:30am Liturgy of the Word with 
Holy Communion 
 

Friday 21st November 
9.30am Liturgy of the Word with 
Holy Communion 
10.15am SVDP meet in the hall 
 

Saturday 22nd November 
9.00am Mass followed by 
Adoration until 10.00am 
6.00pm Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday 23rd  November  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe 
9.30am Mass 
3.00pm Youth Group in hall 
 
This week Fr Noel will be attending 
the annual ADW Priest Retreat, 
from Tuesday 18 – Friday 21 there 
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A big thank you for 
the generous 
donations dropped 
off to our food pantry 
by Fr. Maurice and 
Mike Montgomery on 
behalf of Summerset 
at Aotea.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday we held our Anointing Mass, concelebrated 

by Fr Noel and Fr Maurice, followed by the Parish lunch 

which if you can tell from the photo, everyone was  

delighted with their ‘early Christmas’ lunch and dessert. 

 

A big thank you to all the wonderful cooks in the kitchen 

and the amazing SVDP team for your time and talents. 

 
 

 

 

 

This weeks quote: 

‘God’s actions are moved by compassion toward the 

poverty and weakness of all humanity. Wanting to 

inaugurate a kingdom of justice, fraternity and solidarity, 

God has a special place in his heart for those who are 

discriminated against and oppressed, and he asks us, his 

Church, to make a decisive and radical choice in favor of 

the weakest’. - Pope Leo XIV, Dilexi Te, 
 

 

 

RIP Mary Hadfield.  Sadly Mary passed away on Thursday 
6th November.  Her life will be celebrated with a Funeral 
service on Monday 17th November at 11am here at St 
Theresa’s Church.  Please keep the Hadfield family in 
your prayers.

Invitation to all Year 6 to Year 13 students 
Please join St. Theresa’s Youth Group on Sunday 23rd November.  
Please contact Anne Dodds on 027 3110551 if you would like to attend. 
 

Bible Diaries 2026 have arrived at St Theresa’s! 
These diaries are a wonderful way to journey with God’s Word each day —with daily 
readings Masses. reflections, and space for your personal notes and prayers. 
It’s a simple but powerful way to grow in faith throughout the year. Purchase your 
copy on sale at both Masses this weekend or by 
emailing michellembarber@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
Planned Giving Envelopes: Updating our Parish records 
While automatic payments are preferred, if you prefer to donate cash in the envelope each week 
please email st.theresas1940@gmail.com or pop by the office to speak with Frankie so we can 
update our records. Please include your name and contact details. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20251004-dilexi-te.html
mailto:michellembarber@gmail.com
mailto:st.theresas1940@gmail.com


November is Catholic Social Services Annual Appeal Month 
We live in challenging times – times that are causing many people to lose hope.  
The poor and vulnerable among us are especially affected.  This is why we need your help. Your ongoing support helps us 
bring hope to those who need it.  Supporting this valuable mahi is easy, and there are many ways to do. You can donate via 
this link: www.catholicsocialservices.org.nz/donate 

  
Prefer to donate via bank transfer? You can use CSS bank account details to donate directly through your internet banking service. 
BANK: BNZ 
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 02 0560 0213864 000 
PARTICULARS: your surname & initial  
REFERENCE: Your phone number  
CODE: CSS-HOP 

World Day of the Poor Dilexi Te Webinar, 6:30pm-8pm 18 November 2025 
To mark World Day of the Poor, join with the Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission to 
reflect on Pope Leo’s new text on poverty, Dilexi Te. Everyone is welcome and no 
background knowledge is needed. Jim McAloon, Chair of the EJP, will give an overview of 
Dilexi Te followed by an opportunity for small group discussion of selected passages from 
the document and how they apply to issues of poverty today. Register to attend 
at https://surl.ms/LGb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries - May they 
RIP  
Jean Craig, Kevin 
Fitzsimons, Mike 

McClean, Bernard Upham, Kathleen Hughes, Patricia Terry, 
Desiree Arthur.     
Those who are sick:  
Holly O’Connell, Richard Gibbs, David Wootton, Jocelyn Bryant, 
Luca Ashworth, Patricia Maher, Andrew Stewart, Helena Quinn, 
Fr Justin Taylor SM, Eleanor Dyne. 

 
KAOS and Grassroots family group are invited to 
visit the Royal New Zealand Police College 
Museum at 11:30 am on Sunday 7 December 
followed by refreshments at the Police College 

cafe. The address is 24 Papakowhai Road. Hosted by Kaye and 
Richard Barraclough. 
 
 
 

 
The ever popular SVdP Christmas cards and Columban 
calendars will be on sale this weekend. Before and after both 
weekend Masses. 
 
A note from SVdP: Thank you very much to those of you who 
have been putting financial donations into the SVdP donation 
box in the church foyer. Your generosity is much appreciated 
and is a valuable contribution towards assisting those in our 
community whom we serve. God bless you. 

 
 

 
Can you help?  
 
Would you like to be the MC or 
could you play an instrument for 
Christmas Carols at the Annual 
Christmas Party at Ribbonwood in 
Porirua?  
 
Ribbonwood provides long term 

residential care for 20 adults who need support in their daily 
lives.  
Please feel free to join us as we provide some Christmas fun, 
games and friendship at this wonderful time of the year.  
Ribbonwood Address: 1 Ribbonwood Terrace, Ranui. (At the 
end of Awatea Street) 
When: Sunday 7th December. 11am – 12 noon. 
Please contact Mary Jones 0276885979.

http://www.catholicsocialservices.org.nz/donate
https://surl.ms/LGb


 
 

Service Rosters for Saturday 15th November & Sunday 16th November 
 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Mass Time: 6:00pm 9:30am 

   

Sacristan Angela Reiher Julian Howard 

Greeters 
Maryanne McKennie & Sue 

Warburton 
Catherine & Hugh Blank 

Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful Mary Va’a Audrey Hinder 

Altar Servers  TBC 

Karanga  Frankie Blank 

Children’s Liturgy  Bronagh & Luke Barber 

Proclaimer of The Word Rommel Anthony Anne Dodds 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Kelly Ross, Mary Cruz 
Russell Plume, Laurie Smith, Hamish Baker 

 

Hospitality  Rosaleen & Jeff Larsen  

Altar Society  Maureen Wilmshurst 

Sound Desk  Dan Blank 

 
 

Service Rosters for Saturday 22nd November & Sunday 23rd November 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Mass Time: 6:00 pm 9:30 am 

   

Sacristan Angela Reiher Veronica Young 

Greeters Mike Montgomery  Anne Dodds & Barbara Harris 

Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful Rommel Anthony  Ray Wolken  

Altar Servers  TBC 

Karanga  Phoebe McClean  

Children’s Liturgy  Lauren Johnstone  

Proclaimer of The Word Youth  Youth  

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Grant Baker &  
Alan Fleming 

     Julian Howard, Walter Dempsey, 
Sef Truyens  

Hospitality  Jonathan Burchell & Anne Dodds  

Altar Society  Maureen Wilmshurst 

Sound Desk  Jonathan Burchell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 


