30 NOVEMBER 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ST. THERESA’S PLIMMERTON

210 St. Andrew’s Road, Plimmerton

Parish Administrator: Fr. Noel Corcino
email: st.theresas1940@gmail.com | website: sttheresas1940.org
Office: 027 328 9911 | Fr. Noel Corcino 022 681 2623
Office Hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri 9am - 2pm

EVENTS IN OUR
PARISH THIS WEEK

Fr. Noel is available for confession
after Mass Tuesday to Friday

Monday | 1 December
9:30am Mass followed by
Adoration until 1.80pm

Tuesday | 2 December
9:30am Mass
7.00pm-8.00pm Adoration

Wednesday | 3 December
9:30am Mass

10.15am Prayer Group meet in the
Reconciliation room after Mass

Thursday | 4 December
9:30am Mass

Friday | 5 December
9:30am Mass

Saturday | 6 December
9:00am Mass
6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday | 7 December

2nd Sunday of Advent

9:30am Mass

3:00pm Youth Group in the hall

First Sunday of Advent

Matthew 24:37-44

A few years ago, my house was broken into on Super Bowl Sunday.
Turns out, it’s a great day for burglars. If the TV isn’t on, people are
probably watching the game somewhere else, so ... easy pickins’. I'll
never forget walking into my bedroom and realizing someone had been
there. My stuff was thrown all over the floor. The closet was torn apart.
It was disorienting and disturbing — someone had invaded the space I
thought was secure. After that, I bought an alarm system. And every
Super Bowl Sunday since, I'm extra careful to lock the doors and keep
the lights on. That experience made me more alert. Not scared. Just
attentive.

That’s much like the spiritual place Jesus wants us to be on this first
Sunday of Advent. He doesn’t start the season with soft candlelight and
cozy manger scenes. He starts with two brutal images: a flood and a
thief. In other words, chaos and violation.

Why? Because life will flood us. Chaos will come. And in the midst of it,
Christ will come like a thief — not to steal from us, but to steal us back.
He is the intruder we should want. The one who breaks in, not to
ransack, but to rescue.

Christ presents himself as the thief but also the new Noah. He builds the
ark of the Church to carry us through the flood. And he invites us to
join him. How? By participating fully in our parishes. By making our
homes places of prayer. By guarding our hearts with truth. By refusing
to let spiritual complacency leave us exposed. By repentance.

This Advent, don’t just stay vaguely “awake.” Prepare. Build. Watch.

The flood will come. But so will he.

Fr John Muir




Saint Vincent de Paul

Annual Christmas Hamper Christmas Cards

SVdP are busy preparing for the The ever popular SVdP Christmas cards are

annual Christmas Hamper appeal. still available and will be on sale before and

These hampers are gifted to our after weekend Masses.

Porirua community members who

are struggling during this Thank you very much to those of you who

Christmas season. have been putting financial donations into the
We would appreciate donations of $20 meat vouchers, SVdP donation box in the church foyer. Your
chocolates, biscuits and treats, thank you. Please leave generosity is much appreciated and is a
donations in the Hamper donation box located in the valuable contribution towards assisting those
church foyer and vouchers can be dropped into the in our community whom we serve.

letterbox at the Parish office. Last day for donation drop God bless you.
off is 14 December. Are you able to pick up and deliver

Christmas Hampers? email: st.theresas1940@gmail.com.

MC needed...can you help?
Could you MC or play an instrument at

Bringing the Word to Life

Easy to read Advent book the Christmas Party at Ribbonwood in

Porirua?
What is Ribbonwood? They provide long

term residential care for 20 adults who need

Prepare for Advent through
daily prayer.

On sale this Sunday after ] ) o o
Daily . support in their daily lives. Feel free to join

Lo i Mass OR email the office to ) .

us as we provide some Christmas fun, and

der:
oraer friendship at this wonderful time of the
st.theresas1940@gmail.com year
$10.00 per book. $5 goes to Address: 1 Ribbonwood Terrace, Ranui.
the Parish - thank you. When: Sunday 7th December at 1lam — 12

noon. Please contact Mary Jones 0276885979.

What is the significance of the Advent Wreath?

The Advent wreath symbolizes the hope and anticipation of Christ's arrival, with the circular wreath
representing God's eternal love and the evergreens signifying everlasting life. Each of the four candles lit on
successive Sundays of Advent represents a part of the spiritual preparation for Christmas: the purple candles

signify penance and royalty, while the rose candle on the Third Sunday of Advent represents the joy of the
season. The lighting of the candles signifies Jesus bringing his light into the world's darkness.
First Sunday of Advent
The first candle of an Advent wreath, often called the Prophecy Candle or the Candle of Hope, symbolizes the
anticipation and longing for the coming of Christ and the hope that God's promises will be fulfilled. It

represents the hope of the Old Testament prophets who foretold the Messiah's arrival and serves as a

reminder that God's promises are trustworthy and lead to a secure, hopeful future. Lighting this candle marks

the beginning of Advent, signifying the hope that believers hold as they prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth.









