22 MARCH 2026
5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

ST. THERESA’S PLIMMERTON

210 St. Andrew’s Road, Plimmerton

Parish Administrator: Fr. Noel Corcino
email: st.theresas1940@gmail.com | website: sttheresas1940.org
Office: 027 328 9911 | Fr. Noel Corcino 022 681 2623

Office Hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri 9am - 2pm
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EVENTS IN OUR
PARISH THIS WEEK

Fr. Noel is available for confession
after Mass - Monday to Sunday

Monday | 28 March
9:30am Mass followed by
Adoration until 1:30pm

Tuesday | 24 March
9:30am Mass

Wednesday | 25 March

The Annunciation of the Lord
9:30am Mass

7:00pm - Prayer group in the hall
7:15pm Caritas Lenten Webinar in
parish hall.

Thursday | 26 March
9:30am Mass

Friday | 27 March

9:30am Mass

7:00pm Youth Stations of the
Cross followed by Reconciliation
with Fr. Noel.

Saturday | 28 March
9:00am Mass followed by
Adoration

6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday | 29 March

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the
Lord

9:30am School/Parish Mass
10:45am Reconciliation practice
2:00pm Reconciliation Sacrament

bth Sunday of Lent

John 11:1-45

A friend of mine wrote an imaginative reflection on the raising of
Lazarus that caught me off guard. She proposed that when Jesus called
Lazarus from the tomb, the man was not joyful but angry and
annoyed. After so much suffering, maybe death felt like a release. He
had finally escaped the pain. And then, suddenly, Jesus’ voice cuts
through the silence: “Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43) The light stings
his eyes. The pain returns. And now he is dragged back into a world
that had broken him.

It startled me at first, but the more I sat with it, the more it made
sense. Sometimes, people do not want to be raised. Not at first. Think
of those in the grip of addiction, despair, or numbness. The tomb can
feel safer than the risk of living again. Yet Jesus, moved by the grief
and faith of others (Martha, Mary, the community) calls the dead man
out. Lazarus obeys. But he is still bound, head to foot. Jesus says to the
bystanders, “Untie him and let him go” (John 11:44).

That is often how healing happens: slowly, reluctantly. Not just by a
personal decision, but through the love and persistence of others.

Resurrection is not always euphoric. It may begin in protest and
confusion and only later turn to gratitude and freedom. But Christ’s

voice breaks through, anyway.
Lenten challenge: Who in your life needs to be called back to life?

Pray for them. If that person is you, listen for the voice. It is calling

€VENn now.

Fr John Muir



Jesus invites you to the

HOLY
THURSDAY

“Could you not watch
one hour with me?”

minutes, the vigil roster is
in the foyer to sign up.

Garden of Gethsemane.

Please consider offering 30

EASTER MASS TIMES

Palm Sunday - School Mass
29 March - 9:30 am

Holy Thursday - The Supper of the Lord
2 April - 7:30 pm

Good Friday - The Passion of the Lord

3 April - 3:00 pm

Easter Vigil of the Holy Night of Easter

4 April - 7:30 pm

Easter Sunday
5 April - 9:30 am

Preparing for Easter
Light in the Darkness

The Easter Vigil is the summit of the Roman Catholic liturgical season and ‘mother of all vigils’. We begin
with the rite of Lucernarium, a sacred tradition dating to the second century. Keeping with this ancient
practice and the Church’s instruction, the Vigil only begins after nightfall.

The ‘Service of Light’ starts with a single fire, reminding us that Christ is the Light of the world. This flame
stands in contrast to the darkness of night, which represents the darkness of sin through which we must find
the ‘narrow way’. As the rite progresses and the light of the fire transfers to the Paschal Candle, and then to
the congregation, we are bathed in light - a powerful reminder of the Holy Spirit that has come to dwell in

us all through our Baptism.

Lenten Programme Invitation
You are warmly invited to join the prayer group on
Wednesday's during Lent at 7pm, in the hall, for
Prayer, Songs & the 'Faith Circles' Lenten
programme. Following this the Caritas Lenten
Webinar will begin.

25" March
> Join Bishop Michael Gielen
N 2 . Reflecting on the Gospel
7 3 Cal‘ltas Parish Hall from

AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND 7:15pm

Webinar 5: The Raising of Lazarus | "Lazarus, come out"

ASHES TO HOPE

Stations of the Cross

During Lent we will pray the Stations of the Cross
every Friday at 7pm, this will be followed by the
opportunity for reconciliation.

Palm Sunday after function

This Palm Sunday, St Theresa’s school will be joining
our Parish for one of their two annual school Masses.
We invite everyone to join us for a shared morning tea
in the hall after the Mass.

Please bring a plate. Surnames between:
« A-M - asweetitem
e N -Z - asavoury item

Hey Year 6-Year 13 Students!

Come hang out with St. Theresa’s Youth Group
this year!
« When: Every 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
(during term)
« Time: 3 PM - 5 PM
« Where: Parish Hall

This Sunday, 22 March

Bring your friends, have fun, and connect with
other students! Want to join or ask questions?
Contact Anne Dodds: 027 311 0551

R
Al Chrism Mass
;A
‘ ' Wednesday, April 1*
o \ 7:30 pm
8 Sacred Heart Cathedral
¢ Thorndon










