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EVENTS IN OUR
PARISH THIS WEEK

Fr. Noel is available for confession
after Mass - Monday to Sunday

Monday | 23 February
9:30am Mass followed by
Adoration until 1.80pm.

Tuesday | 24 February
9:30am Mass

Wednesday | 25 February
9:30am Mass

7:00pm Prayer Group for Lent
meet in the hall.

Thursday | 26 February
9:30am Mass

Friday | 27 February

9:30am Mass

7:00pm Stations of the Cross
followed by Reconcilliation with
Fr. Noel.

Saturday | 28 February
9:00am Mass followed by
Adoration

6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday | 1 March
2nd Sunday of Lent

9:30am Mass - Blessings for March

wedding anniversary & birthdays

1st Sunday of Lent

Matthew 4:1-11

In my second-to-last year of seminary, I woke up one September
morning to devastating news: two beloved classmates had died in a
car crash. I was overwhelmed with grief and anger like I had never

known.

I entered therapy for the first time and had intense conversations
with my spiritual director. For months I felt lost in a spiritual
wilderness. But something unexpected happened: I encountered
Christ there. The fear and sorrow didn’t destroy me. In fact, that

spiritual desert was a time of intense growth in faith.

Today’s Gospel begins: “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
desert to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1). The word “led”
denotes a gentle, humble submission to the Spirit. Jesus does not
send himself into this desolate place where wild beasts roam and

Satan tempts. Who wants to be around roaming, wild beasts?

The Church Fathers saw them as symbols of our inner chaos: fears,
temptations, wounds. The Spirit leads us there, sometimes against
our wishes. But those same Fathers also saw that this deserted place
is also where angels ministered to Jesus, amidst his great trial and

temptation.

Lenten Challenge: This Lent and throughout life’s struggles, the
Spirit leads you and me into the wilderness. Name one “desert” into
which the Spirit has led you: perhaps grief, fear, silence, change,
disappointment.

Ask for the grace to go there willingly. The beasts may be real, but
they will not harm you. There, the angels are waiting to minister to

the Christ living in you, who always goes where the Spirit leads.

Fr John Muir



Jesus invites us to the Garden of Gethsemane, to stay awake and
watch with him before his betrayal.

HOLY THURSDAY
Following the Mass of the Lord’s Supper

At the Altar of Repose, parishioners are invited to keep vigil in silent prayer
and adoration, recalling our Lord’s agony in the Garden of Gethsemane and
His words to His disciples: “Could you not watch one hour with me?”

Please consider offering 30 minutes of your time to watch, wait, and pray
with Our Lord following the Mass of the Lord’s Supper until midnight.

Kindly complete the vigil roster in the foyer.

Adoration

' Lord at Adoration every
\\ Monday and Saturday

We also gather for Adoration on the first Tuesday
of each month. All are welcome.

0’Connell Family Update

Thank you all for keeping us in your
thoughts and prayers over the last
year.

Holly is now home with her family and making

great progress post surgery.

She is back at school and if you see her at Mass
please come say hello.

From The O'Connell Family.

EASTER MASS TIMES

Palm Sunday - School Mass
29 March - 9:30 am

Holy Thursday - The Supper of the Lord
2 April - 7:30 pm

Good Friday - The Passion of the Lord
3 April - 8:00 pm

Easter Vigil of the Holy Night of Easter
4 April - 7:30 pm

Ring found last Wednesday 11
February on James Street, if you
are missing a ring please see Gina

in the school office.

:ﬁ,‘ following morning Mass.

Preparing for Easter

Reconcilliation During Lent

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a gift that helps us
turn back to God and experience forgiveness. The
Sacrament invites us to let go of what weighs us down
and to approach Easter with hearts restored and ready
for new life in Christ.

Every Friday in Lent (20 February until 27 March) the
Parish will celebrate the Stations of the Cross at 7pm.
Following this devotion Fr Noel will be available for
reconciliation.

Stations of the Cross

During Lent we will pray the Stations of the Cross
every Friday at 7pm, this will be followed by the
opportunity for reconciliation.

Have you ever wondered why we pray the Stations of
the Cross, and especially during Lent? Watch this great
video to find out https://tinyurl.com/sttheresasl

Lenten Programme Invitation

You are warmly invited to join the prayer group on
Wednesday's during Lent at 7pm, in the hall, for some
Prayer, Songs & 'Faith Circles' Lenten programme,
followed by supper.

Any questions please contact Anne Dodds 0273110551.

¢ Caritas Lenten Webinar
Series

%
AN

Registrations have now opened for the Webinar Series
involving our Catholic Bishops. All dates during Lent.
Registration link below:

https://link.caritas.org.nz/lentweblregister




RIP Kay Horner.

Sadly, Kay passed away on Friday 13th of
February. Her life was celebrated with a Requiem
Mass on Friday 20" of February here at our
Church. Please keep her family in your prayers.

ANNIVERSARIES - MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Joan Burton-Wood, Ellen Hodgetts, Patrick Brady,
Michael Dawson, Gavin Warmington, Paul
Geoghegan.

Those who are sick:

Richard Gibbs, David Wootton, Jocelyn Bryant,
Luca Ashworth, Patricia Maher, Helena Quinn,
Eleanor Dyne.

Hey Year 6-Year 13 Students!

Come hang out with St. Theresa’s Youth Group
this year!

« When: Every 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month

(during term)

e Time: 3 PM -5 PM

« Where: Parish Hall

« Starts: 8 March
Bring your friends, have fun, and connect with
other students!

Want to join or ask questions? Contact Anne
Dodds: 027 811 0551

UPCOMING EVENTS AT

ST JOSEPHS CHURCH, PAUATAHANUI

« Working Bee for the church and grounds
Saturday 14 March, 1.00pm - 4.00pm

o Mass for St Josephs Day on Thursday 19 March
at 9.30am.

ART PICNIC DAY

On Saturday 28 March from 10.00am - 4.00 pm
the St Joseph’s church will hold an Art Picnic Day
event. Rain or shine the event goes ahead.

To order your ticket today email:
stjosephschurchpauatahanui@gmail.com

Entry ticket’s are $20 for adults, $10 per child which
includes light lunch, opportunity to create with
others around you and entry into the art
competition.

Refer to the poster in the foyer for details.

Bishop’s Lenten Appeal

The beginning of Lent marks the start of the Bishops’
Lenten Appeal. Donations can be made to Caritas
directly via direct debit or credit card through the
website: https:/www.caritas.org.nz/

The bank account details:
o Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand
e Account: 03-0518-0211216-003
« Reference: “Lent”
o Particulars: First and Last Name

Freepost envelopes will also be available in the church
foyer.

Donations received by Sunday 29 March 2026 will be
processed as part of the 2025/26 tax year. Later
payments will be processed as part of the 2026/27 tax
year.

Thank you. For more information email:
caritas@caritas.org.nz or call 0800 22 1022.

| S Theresa’s School
March Madness Fair
I Saturday 21st March 2026 |
11am - 3pm
James S, Plmumerion
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Reflection from

i Pope Leo XIV

| . Message for Lent 2026

'In the midst of the many voices present in our
personal lives and in society, Sacred Scripture helps
us to recognize and respond to the cry of those who
are anguished and suffering. In order to foster this
inner openness to listening, we must allow God to
teach us how to listen as he does. We must recognize
that the condition of the poor is a cry that,
throughout human history, constantly challenges our
lives, societies, political and economic systems, and,
not least, the Church.






