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EVENTS IN OUR
PARISH THIS WEEK

Fr. Noel is available for confession
after Mass - Monday to Sunday

Monday | 9 March
9:30am Mass followed by
Adoration until 1.80pm.

Tuesday | 10 March
9:30am Mass

Wednesday | 11 March
9:30am Mass

7:00pm Prayer Group for Lent
meet in the hall.

7:15pm Caritas Lenten Webinar in
the hall

Thursday | 12 March
9:30am Mass

Friday | 18 March

9:30am Mass

10:15am SVdP meeting in side
chapel

7:00pm Stations of the Cross
followed by Reconcilliation with
Fr. Noel.

Saturday | 14 March
9:00am Mass followed by
Adoration

6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday | 15 March

4th Sunday of Lent

9:30am Mass

10:45am Lesson #3 Reconciliation

3rd Sunday of Lent

John 4:5-42

Recently I received a note from a teenager I met years ago. He
wrote, “Dear Father Muir, you probably do not remember me, but I
wanted to thank you for your inspiring and humorous homilies at
the parish. They helped me appreciate the beauty of Catholicism,

which I have now embraced in a personal way.”

That small note moved me more than he probably imagined. I had
no idea my words had taken root in him. I was simply sowing seeds
— week by week, Mass by Mass.

Someone else — his parents, a youth minister, or God Himself —
was doing the deeper work. Now this young man is joyfully reaping

a harvest of faith.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers living water to a Samaritan woman
whose life had been full of searching and disappointment. By the
end of their encounter, she becomes a bold and joyful evangelist.
Then Jesus turns to his disciples and says something easily
overlooked: “One sows and another reaps” (John 4:37). He is helping
them — and us — understand how evangelization works.

Often, the one who sows the seeds of faith is not the one who sees
the fruit.

This Lent, ask yourself: Are you in a sowing phase or a reaping
phase? If you are sowing — raising children, praying for someone,
mentoring — be patient. Your work matters. If you are reaping —
seeing someone come alive in faith — be grateful. You are standing

on sacred ground, tilled and watered by others.

Lenten challenge: Thank someone who once sowed faith into your

life. And keep sowing, even when the harvest is unseen.

Fr John Muir



Jesus invites us to the Garden of Gethsemane, to stay awake and
watch with him before his betrayal.

HOLY THURSDAY
Following the Mass of the Lord’s Supper

At the Altar of Repose, parishioners are invited to keep vigil in silent prayer
and adoration, recalling our Lord’s agony in the Garden of Gethsemane and

His words to His disciples: “Could you not watch one hour with me?”

Please consider offering 30 minutes of your time to watch, wait, and pray
with Our Lord following the Mass of the Lord’s Supper until midnight.

Kindly complete the vigil roster in the foyer.

Hey Year 6-Year 13 Students!

Come hang out with St. Theresa’s Youth Group
this year!
« When: Every 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
(during term)
« Time: 3 PM - 5 PM
« Where: Parish Hall

Starts: This Sunday, 8 March

Bring your friends, have fun, and connect with
other students!

Want to join or ask questions? Contact Anne
Dodds: 027 311 0551

Men’s Social Event - Fairway to Heaven

Men of the parish, dust off your clubs and mark
your calendars!

We're planning a fun Ambrose golf day as a great
opportunity to connect, enjoy some friendly
competition, and strengthen the bonds within our
parish community. Whether you're a seasoned
golfer or haven’t swung a club in years, all are
warmly welcome — no handicap required!

When: Sunday, 12 April. Tee off at 1.30pm

Cost: $50 which covers green fees and a donation to
the parish.

Location: Kapiti Golf Club on Valley Rd, Kapiti

Sign up in the foyer.

EASTER MASS TIMES

Palm Sunday - School Mass
29 March - 9:30 am

Holy Thursday - The Supper of the Lord
2 April - 7:30 pm

Good Friday - The Passion of the Lord

3 April - 3:00 pm

Easter Vigil of the Holy Night of Easter
4 April - 7:30 pm

Preparing for Easter

The well the never runs dry

During the season of Lent we are drawn closer to God
through sacrifice and by turning away from the things
that cannot truly satisfy. Yet our Lord alone satisfies.
He is the fount of living water, offered freely to all
who come to him.

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus meets the Samaritan
woman at the well and promises to renew us with “a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Christ
knows our thirst, the quiet longing of our hearts that
he alone can fill. In times of spiritual drought, prayer
draws us back to the well.

This Lenten season you are invited to seek the Lord in
prayer, to listen for his voice, and to open the door
when he knocks. In him our thirst is quenched, and
our hearts are renewed.

Stations of the Cross
During Lent we will pray the Stations of the Cross

every Friday at 7pm, this will be followed by the
opportunity for reconciliation.

Lenten Programme Invitation

You are warmly invited to join the prayer group on
Wednesday's during Lent at 7pm, in the hall, for
Prayer, Songs & the 'Faith Circles' Lenten programme.
Following this the Caritas Lenten Webinar will begin.
56
Caritas Lenten Webinar Series in
the Parish Hall at 7.15pm

every Wednesday during Lent

If you can’t make it to the hall, register on the website.

https://link.caritas.org.nz/lentweblregister




RIP Margaret O’'Hagan

On Tuesdsay 8™ of March 2026, Margaret passed
away surrounded by family. A Requiem Mass was
held at our church on Friday 6 March. Please keep
the O’Hagan family in your prayers during this
time.

ANNIVERSARIES - MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Joan Neary, Diana Wickham, Sawyer Bowie, Judith
Robertson, Desmond Crawford, Colin Scott.

Those who are sick:

Richard Gibbs, David Wootton, Jocelyn Bryant,
Luca Ashworth, Patricia Maher, Helena Quinn,
Eleanor Dyne.

Chrism Mass

Wednesday, April 1

30p.m
Sacred Heart Cathedral

Thorndon

Passionist Family Groups

Funseekers Passionist Family Group are planning
a dinner at the Porirua Club Sunday 15" at 5pm.
Please let us know if you wish to come along at
Jjikkllsmith@xtra.co.nz or 021333345, Kayren &
Laurie Smith.

Thank you Phoebe

Phoebe McClean is off on her OE! We thank
Phoebe for sharing the gift of her beautiful voice at
our Masses and for her many other contributions
to parish life. We wish you every blessing on your
travels. God bless!

UPCOMING EVENTS AT

ST JOSEPHS CHURCH, PAUATAHANUI

Art Picnic Day

On Saturday 28 March from 10.00am - 4.00 pm
the St Joseph’s church will hold an Art Picnic Day
event. Rain or shine the event goes ahead.

To order your ticket today email:
stjosephschurchpauatahanui@gmail.com

Entry ticket’s are $20 for adults, $10 per child which
includes light lunch, opportunity to create with
others around you and entry into the art
competition.

Refer to the poster in the foyer for details.

Bishop’s Lenten Appeal

The beginning of Lent marks the start of the Bishops’
Lenten Appeal. Donations can be made to Caritas
directly via direct debit or credit card through the
website: https:/www.caritas.org.nz/

The bank account details:

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand
Account: 03-0518-0211216-003
Reference: “Lent”

Particulars: First and Last Name

Freepost envelopes will also be available in the church
foyer.

Donations received by Sunday 29 March 2026 will be
processed as part of the 2025/26 tax year. Later
payments will be processed as part of the 2026/27 tax
year.

Thank you. For more information email:
caritas@caritas.org.nz or call 0800 22 1022.
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March Madness Fair

I Saturday 21st March 2026 |
11am - 3pm

James §t, Plimmerton
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School Fair Donations needed

St Theresa’s School is currently collecting donations

for the upcoming March Madness Fair. They are

accepting good quality; children’s books, adult

fiction (no non-fiction, biographies, cookbooks or

encyclopaedias), clean clothing of all sizes (men’s,
women’s and children’s), toys, games and puzzles.

Donations can be dropped off at the school
« Monday-Friday, 8.30am - 3pm at the school
office
« Sunday 8 March, 10.80am-12pm at the Room 1.

Please note:
« The school is not accepting White Elephant
items.
« If you are contributing puzzles or games, that
they have all pieces and that loose items are
bagged and labelled.

Thank you for supporting our school community.






