21 DECEMEBER 2025
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ST. THERESA’S PLIMMERTON

210 St. Andrew’s Road, Plimmerton

Parish Administrator: Fr. Noel Corcino
email: st.theresas1940@gmail.com | website: sttheresas1940.org
Office: 027 328 9911 | Fr. Noel Corcino 022 681 2623

Parish office Hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri 9am - 2pm

EVENTS IN OUR
PARISH THIS WEEK

Fr. Noel is available for confession after

Mass Tuesday to Friday

Monday | 22 December
9:30am NO Mass
11:00am Funeral for Rusty Norris

Tuesday | 28 December
9:30am Mass

Wednesday | 24 December
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
9:30am NO Mass

6:00pm Christmas Eve - Family
Mass

9:00pm Christmas Eve Mass -
Carols starting at 8:30pm.

Thursday | 25 December
The Nativity of the Lord
9:30am Christmas morning Mass

Friday | 26 December
9:30am NO Mass

Saturday | 27 December
9:00am NO Mass
6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday | 28 December
Feast of the Holy Family
9:30am Mass

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Matthew 1:18-24

A priest friend recently told me a remarkable story. One of his
cousins reported having a vivid dream in which an angel told him
the family needed to exhume their grandmother’s body from a
cemetery in New York and return it to her birthplace in Romania.
She had been dead nearly 10 years. As you might expect, the family
thought it was, well, crazy. But astonishingly they exhumed her
body. It was incorrupt, showing no signs of decomposition.

That experience sparked healing, faith, and reconciliation

throughout the family.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Joseph also receives a dream. He’s
confused, afraid. But in the quiet of sleep, God speaks: “Do not be
afraid to take Mary your wife into your home” (Matthew 1:20).
When he wakes, Joseph acts. He doesn’t overanalyze or dismiss the

message. He trusts, and acts.

God still speaks — not necessarily through literal dreams but
through those deeper intuitions of the heart. St. Ignatius of Loyola
taught that God’s voice draws us into peace, courage, and love. But

we have to listen to it.

Advent is a time for stillness. As we prepare for Christ’s coming,
we’re invited to enter that quiet space where God’s voice can be
heard.

When and how do you become most receptive to God? Is it in
silence? In prayer? In nature? At Mass? This week, go there. Be still.
Listen. And like Joseph, have the courage to act on what God shows

you

Fr John Muir



Cardinal John will preside at the Requiem Mass of
Rusty Norris at St Theresa's Plimmerton on Monday
22nd December at 11:00am. Please keep the Norris

family in your prayers.

ANNIVERSARIES - MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Earle Williams, Peter Scott, Trevor Nixon, Gary Wilmshurst,
Jean Maynard, Maureen Hoffmeister, Nicole Burns, Shirly
Wacker, Rosemary Dacombe-Bird, Gregory Calderwood,
Christine Rawnsley, Michael Smith, Helen Greening, Ian
Shalders, Gregory Wood, Margaret O'Donnell Scott, Dan
Dunne, Jeannie Howell, Zenda Parkinson, Daniel Kelly, James
Kelly.

Those who are sick:

Holly O’Connell, Richard Gibbs, David Wootton, Jocelyn
Bryant, Luca Ashworth, Patricia Maher, Andrew Stewart,
Helena Quinn, Fr. Justin Taylor SM, Eleanor Dyne.

Last newsletter for 2025
Thank you all for your support of

the Parish office and welcoming
. Fr Noel with open arms and hearts

| into our community. We wish you

| all a safe and Merry Christmas
with your whanau and we look forward to celebrating

the Masses of the Christmas season with you all.
God Bless - Fr Noel and Frankie
Angel’s candle - The Fourth Candle of Advent

During this final week of Advent we rejoice in the
endless love that God has for us as we await the coming

of Jesus - made apparent in the birth of his Son.

We reflect on the good news of God's love brought to
us from the angel Gabriel. This is the last week to

prepare our hearts for the joy of Christmas.

Are you ready?

Fourth Sunday
of Advent

.I.

Schedule of

Christmas
Masses

Wednesday 24™ December - Vigil of the Nativity of
the Lord
e 6:00pm Christmas Eve Family Mass - with
Children’s Nativity Play.
e 9:00pm Christmas Eve Mass - with Carols
starting at 8:30 pm.

Thursday 25" December - The Nativity of the Lord

e 9:30am Christmas morning Mass
Friday 26" December - NO Mass at St Theresa’s

Saturday 27" December
e 6:00pm Mass

Sunday 28® December - Feast of the Holy Family
e 9:30am Mass

Monday 29" December

e Daily Masses resume

Thursday 1* January - Mary, The Holy Mother of
God
e 9:30am Mass

Thank you Brooke, Lucy and family

Over the last few weeks they have been busy selling
raffle tickets to raise money for the church
maintenance. They raised a whopping $343.50!

It is truly inspiring to witness young people in our
Parish discovering ways to make a positive impact. A
heartfelt thank you to the Barbers’ for your generous

donation, time, and enthusiasm.









